
Planning and Zoning Commission 

Regular Meeting 

March 10, 2020 

The Webster County Planning and Zoning Commission met in session on the above date with the 

following members present: Jon Anderson, Kent Eimers, Margo Kinipple, Gary Nelson and Berna 

Tucker. Absent: Daniel Doster and Arlyn Gorackowski 

Also present: Jeffrey Johnson, Webster County Planning and Zoning Administrator.  

The hearing was advertised in Fort Dodge, The Messenger, the Gowrie News and the Dayton 

Leader prior to the meeting date and time.  

Moved by Nelson seconded by Knipple to approve the January 14, 2020 Meeting Minutes. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

Old Business: Review and verify Phase 1 completion of the Comprehension Plan prepared by 

Confluence Inc. Mr. Johnson inform the Commission that he would provide the Commission a 

copy of the Phase 1 work that was completed prior to the next regular meeting.  Mr. Johnson also 

informed the Commission that Confluence, Inc. as part of their contract would return later this year 

or early next when the 2020 Census data becomes available and discuss the implementation of 

Phase 2. 

New Business:  

1. Discussed the creation of the County’s Development Review Committee (DRC). Mr. 

Johnson informed the Commission that an advisory committee has been created to review 

development applications.  The purpose of the DRC is to provide a coordinated staff review 

of applications and projects prior to a final decision of a governing body. 

 

2. Discussed Webster County’s Code Enforcement Program and methods to improve the 

compliance rates. 

 

a. Option One: Amend Ordinance No. 30 to include junk/inoperable vehicles and 

accumulation of junk and debris as items to be abated. (draft ordinance is on file in 

the Planning and Zoning Office). This is an aggressive approach similar to the City 

of Fort Dodge. 

 

b. Option Two: Amend Ordinance No. 30 to streamline the current abatement process 

for overgrown vegetation/weeds and dilapidated structures. In order to increase the 

current compliance rate of 40 percent, staff would also begin implementing a pro-

active systematic approach that would first target residential zoned districts with 

inspection sweeps that focus on the clean-up of cluttered properties (junk vehicles 

and the accumulation of junk/debris).  Violation letters sent out would be one page 

letters with a strict compliance date specified.  Mr. Johnson also informed the 

Commission that he would be coordinating very closely with the County Attorney 



to make sure code cases are scheduled before a judge in a more expedited fashion 

(2 to 3 weeks). 

 

Mr. Johnson informed the Commission that an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 

would also be needed in order to accomplish an effective means of improving the 

appearance and increasing the compliance rater throughout the County.  The 

number of junk/inoperable vehicles would be reduced from one to zero on 

properties with the exception of certain exemptions     (salvage yards, repair shops, 

towing yards, etc). 

Moved by Eimers seconded by Tucker to proceed with Option Two.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Moved by Knipple seconded by Tucker to Adjourn. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

s/Jon Anderson, Planning and Zoning Commission Chairperson    

 

s/Jeffrey Johnson, Planning and Zoning Administrator  


